Location:

Scope:

Floor area;

Gimme
Shelter
B 7R

For a semi-retired
couple that divides
their time between
Hong Kong and
Europe, this cliff-
top eerie is the
spice of life
—HERKKBER
BHEBNBREE
EHEHAEHMEML
MEENRIZR




|
|
s

Ao storage cabinet

creates a neal room divide

Collectibles are

artfully displayed |

sieish glass-topped dining

table updates the look



WHAT WITH THE stunning ocean vistas and
heautiful eliff-top setting. you'd be forgiven for
feeling slightly envious of the couple who have
put down roots in this 2.600sq-ft three-storey
house. There is a distinetly laid-back feeling o
the place. and it exudes all the warmth and
cosiness of a family dwelling.

Although the house is fairly modern — only

ten vears old — the owners wanted 1o update the

look and give it a sivle and feel thar was all
theirs, They enlisted the skills of interior
designer Nicole Cromwell helore jerting off 1o
Europe for several months,

= met with the clients in December 2001.7
says Nicole. "T]ln-_\' wWere fl|;1lll|i1lj_'. 10 o to
Franee in March 2002 and come back in
September. so they wanted their new home ready
when they got back.” This gave Cromwell
several months to work with the couple in the
planning stages, and then nearly six months 1o
complete the project.

“Before they left, we went over exactly what
they wanted and also picked ont furnishings and
fabrics together — it was very much about

meeting their requirements and achieving a
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modern look that was still cosv.” remarks Nicole.
“They didn’t want anything too minimal.”

Henee we see a warm colour scheme of vellow
and pale orange in the master bedroom and hold
blue fabrie alongside nenrral walls in the living
area. High-gloss flooring was sanded down to
achieve a more natural-looking finish. and
marble flooring in the entrance adds a touch of
elegance whilst defining the area. These
elements serve to create an atmosphere that is ai
onee welcoming and ealm.

Aside from wanting a modern décor. the
homeowners had two other very specifie

requests. One was to expand the maid’s room for
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Trebwailt
lighting is task-specific
lrest rugs provide
definition o lass
franted cabinets are fitted
with downdights and

mirrored backs
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their live-in staff (a couple) and the other was 1o
create a walk-in closet with “His ‘n Hers™ storage
space for clothing and personal belongings.

“Storage was quite a big issue in this home.”
says Nicole, “The couple had lived in a more
spacious. older property in Shek O for many
vears and had accumulated a lot of personal
elfects. all of which needed to he housed
properly in their new property.”

The walk-in closet was built our of a former
hox room and fitted out with har racks, shoe
racks and every imaginable type of hanging and
shell space. In addition. Cromwell commissioned
a built-in wardrobe for the master hedroom 1o
store extra items.

Filing space was provided in the smdy. and
the television room has a specially designed area
for wine storage. but cabinetry thronghout is
surprisingly nnobtrusive.

“My clients have a lot of artwork and
ornaments.” Nicole remarks, “It was important
that they all be displaved properly — they
needed plenty of space for everything.” To
achieve this. Nicole had large. glass display

cabinets with mirrored backs made for the
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dining room. Down lights highlight individual
pieces and make the most of the collection.
Cromwell designed a lot of the furniture
hersell and worked with a local contractor 1o
make sure every itemn — from the wardrobes ta
the sofa — martched her specifications exactly. ~1
always check all the initial frames and
measurements before they are manufactured to
make sure there will be no mistakes.” she says.
All the soft furnishings and window
treatments were also custom-made 1o precise
specifications. European fabrics complement the

overall colour scheme in each room.

Cromwell chose an aqua fabric to re-upholster
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Brilliant blue
upholstery ties in teith the
marine view Outdoor
areas combine orizinal tiles
with brand new decking

o« Seating. soft
Sfurnishings and draperies
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the living room sofas. while the blinds are a
neutral hue to match the eeru-coloured walls. 1
used raw silks from Cetee in the master
bedroom.” conmments Nicole. “This room is quite
bright with pale vellow walls. so we
1'mn|)|{'lnl'lltwl this with orange fabrics to create

a warm but not overwhelming look.”

_ ) TVROOM 1

Lighting also plays an important part in the STUDY 2
interior design. but again. the effect is very BEDROOM 3
subtle. Down lights were placed in the beams. BATHROOM 4

MASTER BEDROOM
BATHROOM
BEDROOM
BATHROOM
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and spotlights focus on the paintings in the

living room. Lights were also placed behind the concrete blocks as its protective surround. but
curtains. giving them a soft glow. Cromwell was quick to dispense of these, Instead
Even out on the terrace. which juts out over she had clear glass fitted all the way round 1o
the eliff. large plants and an eve-catching make the most of the stunning backdrop.
bamboo planter are lit up at night. Offering “When the couple moved back in September,
amazing sea views. the terrace is a haven for there were still a few items of furniture to
relaxation and entertaining. purchase — things they wanted to get on their
“We kept the original tile [looring out here but return to Hong Kong.™ Nicole comments. “But
added in some decking to extend the dining averall. they really loved the style.”
room.” Nicole remarks. “The homeowners were It isn't difficult to see why. With a tranquil
keen thart this area be designed with entertaining and spacious interior. an expansive rooftop and
in mind. so we added a sandstone wall and lion- the all-important terrace from which o take in
head fountain to give the area more character.” the scenery. this home is a retiree’s dream.

Originally the terrace had unattractive — Alice Hales
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