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- this page: vivid cushions and rugs
accent neutral furnishings
right: luxuriant drapery adis
an historic feel to the dining area
KEM BB FNEES O EREE

elocating from Vancouver to

Hong Kong with two kids

and a couple of cats is a
brave move but one which this Peak
resident has pulled off with aplomb
— transforming a whiter than white
expat rental into a fully fledged
family home — in just five months.
And her rule of thumb? “I didn’t
know Hong Kong and I didn’t want a
long drawn out process, so I worked
with a decorator. I didn’t buy
anything I didn’t like and I sent a lot
of furniture back to Vancouver.”

The result is a cosy but elegant
set up — a rare find even in Hong
Kong’s oldest colonial apartments.
The classical look works despite the
blatantly modern surrounds and it
comes as some surprise that a
traditional revamp can take so well
in a slick high rise. Following her
agent’s advice and calling in the
services of local designer Nicole
Cromwell, the resident first insisted
on some minor structural surgery.
“You can’t replicate a big old
rambling house, she muses, but we
tried to put in the architectural

detail”. The addition of classical
mouldings and window boxes
establishes a refreshingly formal
feel, while a pair of columns and a
strategically lowered ceiling help to
define two distinct seating areas
within the open plan space.

As Cromwell explains, “Moving
from a big house in Toronto was
quite a lifestyle change for my
clients. It was a question of how
best to use the space they had. We
didn’t want people sitting on top of
each other so we set up two areas.
The kids’ rooms are small so we've
made sure they have a TV space in
which to lounge but there’s also a
formal seating area for the adults.”

As a result the apartment boasts
a familiar lived-in feel, which is
furthered by the fact that Cromwell
has incorporated many of the
clients’ existing pieces into the
scheme. A preference for heavy
French antiques is evident, as is a
slightly zany approach to 19th
century art, but happily the resident
has been flexible, working with the
modern framework rather than




against it. Beautifully framed oil
paintings are clustered together in
low-slung groupings and antiqued
pieces of furniture have been
custom-made to fit the space. As she
says, “In some situations you won’t
find something old that does the job
and I don’t have a problem with a
reproduction if I don’t think I can
find what I want in an old piece.”
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The result is a genuine home
base, with made-to-measure
furnishings, although everything
has been set up in accordance with
the family’s migratory lifestyle. Not
only do new pieces of furniture co-
ordinate with existing ones but the
scheme will be easy to transfer to a
more traditional arrangement of
rooms. With plans for a French

townhouse already afoot, the client
has also made an effort not to lose
her own sense of style in the local
bazaars. “I’ve picked up a few
Chinese pieces to reflect our
experiences but I’ve not gone for
the whole Asian approach otherwise
we'd look nutty when we move,” she
explains. The few choice pieces
collected rely on Cromwell’s expert



knowledge of the local market and
will make the transition to Europe
as and when it is required.

Use of colour is a skill that the
resident takes with her on her
travels and here in Hong Kong it
has manifested itself boldly, due she
says, to the tropical environs.
Believing that “you can only make a
good start with the proper paint-
work,” she has exchanged plain
white-washed walls for crisp shades
of ecru, lemon and blue. The
backdrop promotes a warm
personal feel in its own right but it
is with the soft furnishings that
designer and resident have really
gone to town. Cromwell is known
for her way with fabrics and her
attention to detail shines through
in a truly jubilant array of textures
and trimmings. The look is
traditional yet vibrant with distinct
areas conforming to disparate
colour schemes, each enlivened by a
medley of different patterns.
Cromwell stipulates that “where

more than three fabrics are in use
one has to be repeated” but that
aside the resident has been able to
indulge her passion for a daring yet
harmonious mix.

As in all the best family homes,
the soft furnishings have been

chosen with an eye to practicality as
well as style, but in creating a kid-
proof, cat-proof scheme, Cromwell
has refused to compromise. Full-
length satin drapes and clean-cut
roman blinds prove a winning
alternative to flimsy sheers and the
children’s rooms speak volumes
about their individual personalities
whilst co-ordinating perfectly with
the traditional look. The whole
family has had a say in the design
and as a result the apartment
achieves the highest accolade; when
they open the front dooy, they all
feel good!

opposite: a clustered group of paintings keeps
the corner of the lounge intimate and cosy
above: East meets West in the hallway

left: added architectural details include
classical mouldings and a pair of columns
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opposite: natural wood and cool blue make

for rustic French styling

top: the prime specification for this room was
denim!

left: cool cottons comhine with opulent silk
rugs and fine carving
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