When this Canadian homeowner gave carte blanche to

the designer of her new home, the result was western functionality

spiced up with an elegant Chinese aesthetic
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main theme of white. The sofa and dining chairs are
white with a dark wood finish. Says Cromwell, “Dark
wood furniture can swamp a room, so it's important to
keep the walls pale.” Colours and fabrics have been
layered on top with the use of rugs, artwork and other
accessories. The white sofa is dressed in cheongsam
cushions in noble green and gold, and striking red
slipcovers grace the crowns of each white dining chair.
Due to the unequivocal requests of her client, and the
time factor, Cromwell decided to custom design most of
the furniture. “We knew that dark wood would feel heavy,

so0 we were very meticulous when choosing fabrics and
colours for the rooms,” says the designer. As a result,
warm tones — notable in neutral stone flooring, sand
coloured walls and vanilla upholstery — give a feeling of
spariousness to the ensemble.

In each bedroom, a majestic Orient-inspired bed
awaits its weary master. Improvising the traditional
texture and curves of a Chinese-style sedan, these beds
boast a dark wood finish and intricate carving. Crisp
white silk curtains in the master bedroom stop just short
of the floor and are bordered with embroidered chinese
motifs,

Reflecting the personality of the owner, Cromwell
filled the flat with feminine touches such as hand-painted
tea sets, chinese silk screens and delicate artwork. “This
is the interpretation | received from my client,” says
Cromwell. “I think she wanted something warm and
traditional instead of starkly modern” Chinese
calligraphy designs echo the overall theme.

Traditional Chinese style is very dark, as the Chinese
are not great fans of natural light, but this western
interpretation works wonderfully for the Canadian
residents. The result: a home with a lived-in feel rather
than a showpiece.

Nicole Cormiwell can be contacted on: tel 2521 9299

clockwise from left: Ghinese bird cages are very popular with
old Chinese men, though this simulation cage adds a feminine
touch; traditional white orchids accent classic blue and white
crockery; se silk and cobalt blue are marks of the Orient;
In ancient China, butterfly motifs were allowed culy for the
king’s favourite concubines

opposite: white silk bedding and curtains complement dark
wood furniture

SR 2 S FHIM R EEANER - Hi
RERAAEDLE( S5 BLHSENNER

B SESNEEERRSRR EEfPE RAR
0160 B 42T B MR E

B O A R R @A







BEUNMEABRERREERTAEMEINE
HEREAAABERMNEERRERS

3 8 8 4 K S 19
Pl - FER R AL R

i Wy 1 R (7 i e
i B R R R - A 55 b 0 5

tafiNicole Cromwell -
S R R 7
Mok utﬂ % il F Wi % L Cromwell
WY
« Cromwell5d 5

OREI SRR TR CR ]
£ \LF\L‘N =R
R s o TIsE ] 4 i1

1 b 8 [ 5 36+ Cromwellg
F A 0 AR
R EE

FE E R P T S A ) K
P A 17 2

H A A A 3
FH RS ) 14
T R Y T3

L I b7
15 %
= A ¥ {8 2

e - I A B LW

i e (v 88 i {1 O
zir i frumer"» LS . Cromwell;
nw 1 5 T ML it

S HIvE i

1 5 - 68 % 25

LATAY ¢ IR A
19 A % A fhd 'y o R L R S
JEAERE o SEIF -

R P LT
[ERT R RE kb
1AL

il B 1




above:a bed covered in golden silk for a little princess
oppusite lett: the litlie prince prefers pet pandas

opposite right: silk curtains are bordered with silk brocade
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