Nicole Cromwell talks shop Z %I MY BEBDE wov oo

One of Home Journal’s top ten
designers for the past two years,
Nicole Cromwell is firmly
established in the SAR and has
completed a stream of projects
for high profile clients. She is
renowned for her hands-on
approach and’ extraordinary
versatility.

How would you sum up your style?

I'd say that attention to detail always
comes out in my projects. I've done
interiors that are very minimal right
through to typically traditional. I like
using colour, particularly red and
burgundy as they work well with a
neutral base.

Which projects have you had most
fun with?

I always like working with single guys
because they give me a free rein.
Recently I completed a project with
another overseas designer which was
very inspiring because the furniture
and fabrics were all sourced and
custom-made around the world, and we
managed to manipulate a vast empty
space into something modern and
functional but very stylish.

What elements do you look for in a
home?

Natural light is very important as is
ceiling height;, and any interesting
features that divert from the typical
Hong Kong box-shaped rooms.

What do you see as the most recent
trend in home design?

Anything Indian — the silks, beading,
embroidery. Whether you look at
fashion, home accessories or fabrics,
the quality is getting better, their
designs are becoming cleaner and you
get amazing value for money.
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What do you regard as some of the
most common mistakes in interior
design?

Trying to make everything in an
apartment look too coordinated. I don’t
want people to walk into my clients’
homes and feel that everything is so
contrived that you can’t sit in a chair.

What do you think will be the next
hot thing in interiors?

Experimenting with different materials
for furniture. For example, using
leather, suede and crocodile skin
upholstering on tables, instead of the
typical dark wood veneer. Crystal is
also becoming very big — as in crystal
chandeliers and crystal beading on
cushions and throws.

What’s the biggest eyesore you've
ever seen in anyone’s home?

A living room set of furniture which
was made from garden gnome-style
tree trunks!

Whose work do you most admire in
the field of design?

Ed Tuttle (of Amanpuri fame). I also
like Kelly Hoppen's style. She doesn’t
conform to the mainstream and
manages to turn ordinary items of
furniture into interesting features. She
plays with neutrals and patterns in
both modern and classic styles and
pulls it all together to create a very
serene aesthetic.

Please give us one tip on how to

achieve style for less?

Those in rented accomodation should
cut costs on curtains and structural
changes. I believe that you pay for what
you get so it is better to spend on
furniture, accessories and things that
you can take with you when you leave.
Custom made furniture is also very
reasonable in Hong Kong and far
cheaper than imported Italian
furniture. The craftsmanship here is
excellent and many good fabrics are
reasonably priced.
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