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Nicole Cromwell

has brought about

a remarkable, if muted,
transformation of a
Shouson Hill house
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Nlcme Cromwell utterly
rejected the philosophy “Out with
the old andiin with the new” when
redesign;iﬁ@l
. Instead, the designer
d more ecologically
friendly‘approach, recycling every
stick of furniture to achieve a
totally new look.

“Basically we reused all the

this spacious Shouson

existing furniture and gave it a new
colour scheme. We then added new
accessories and window treatments
to complete the look,” explains
Nicole of Skia Design.

The designer was given a
totally free rein when recreating
the 3,500sqg-ft space: the owners’
only directions — no glitz nor gold.
The result is a modern classical
interior decked out in shades of
biscuit and cream with a shot of
ruby red.

Taking the totally bare shell,
Nicole’s first call was to the feng
shui master who recommended the
relocation of the front door. Other
structural changes were made in
the upstairs study, and a new
wrought iron balustrade, designed
by Skia, was installed along the
length of the stairs.

ahove: wool, taffeta, velvet and silk — a
celebration of seusual style left: cream wool
gives the sofas a new look. The overall effect
is one of modern classicism
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Walls were then treated with a

e, the walls were
: ¢ pemallst colour
Iwash — a flat finish would have
looked just too dull,” Nicole
explains.

At the window hang swathes of
soft raw silk teamed with an
unusual textured sheer. Silk is also
used on occasional chairs in the
living room, while ruby red velvet
is the choice for the wing-backed
chairs in the breakfast area. The
rich shade is echoed in the dining
room where crisp taffeta has been
used to dress the elegant dining
chairs. The dining set was created
by the designers, the dining table’s
black lacquer bases having been
inspired by traditional Chinese
pots.

The luxurious masculine look
continues on the upper levels. Navy
and sand silk combine to create a
smart nautical feel in the master
bedroom, complete with its very
own ship’s porthole. In the study,
curtains in gold silk and a
shimmering gold sheer have been
teamed with rich emerald green.
The study chair, reupholstered in
smart checks, is a perfect example
of the recycling that made this
design such a success. As with
many other pieces in the home the
revamp transports classic retro
pieces into the '90s.

above left: the soft paint effect by Helen
Adams casts a warm glow in the master
bedroom left: a stripey chaise designed by
Skia right: navy and sand gives the master
bedroom a luxuriously nautical theme
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ahove: hiscuit and ruby red are repeated in the
traditional guest room opposite page: in the study
modern fabrics were used to revamp retro
furnishings

LH: GFEENEEBRUREBEHNIAHETE -
HER: RKAERREFRHBENSEER -

Master bedroom '

il BE ¥R DATH B AV i kK -
i T|ATER » EZESkiaf 4% AT
at = T RS EE AT AY RAER R 0 i B
MmEAAARAKMEEH ——RE
B LEEARW - HITHIREEGE -

R 2 A L AR TR
Bl —HHE M ENEY - BE=
i fF -t A Rk A AEER - o R ERY
IRV - HIGE R AL W R IR
fi - AR ME AY 5 A 8 R B R 8 = AR T
JE - 15 FiE A9 B R R R B B R A AF
far A A - Bl S B A 2 e SR ST i
A AT A9 - B AL AY R B & K
At WERR R B R P EROKEL -

HIE A s S A e S E e [ Y
HE - EENW I 05 3 E
BEEEEA R A - P E—
B MR A AL BT et - HRER - %
B i 4 28 R kR 0T R A0 PO S8 MR
Bio 8 W R A0 1 o AR - T
JL -

& ey T2 B SRR T AR E
HriEAE s a0 SE R — (B T #EAT
TEER PSRy SER Y - W RT A
BT ZFE AR 1 o oh RS R R
a2 Al -4 AURE v R -

HOME JOURNAL » OCTOBER '98 161



