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A self-confessed bachelor turns to a young, female interior designer

to create the home of his fantasies in Happy Valley
—HESATERLESLRANBEEREHEIRE

GETTING A CLEAR understanding of
vour client’s hopes and desires is crucial
to a successful working relationship.
More so when the client is a young
Scottish bachelor and the interior
designer, Nicole Cromwell, is female — it
has to be a case of Yin meets Yang.
Frustrated by rising rents and the
subsequent compromise between cost
and facilities. Neil Hosie decided to buy
his own place last vear and he didn’t
have to look very long for the perfect
bachelor pad. His chosen apartment was
the first one he saw: he kept coming back
to it for three specific qualities: great
views of the racecourse. the right size
and, more importantly, the right price.
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Abore and opposite: A dramatic red-gloss floor
lamp from the Louvre Callery and a rainbow

inspired Paul Smith rug revs up the clean-cut
neutral palette
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His brief to Nicole reflected his
personality. Says Neil. “1 wanted a very
modern boy’s paradise: all cream. glass
and chrome.” He also wanted all the
gadgers to lit with this: the plasma TV,
wireless Internet access and stereo
speakers in every room.

In interpreting Hosie’s brief. Nicole
knew that she needed first to let in a lot
more light. “The previous décor had
made the space feel muech smaller. So we
replaced the windows with larger and
simpler frames to let both the light and
view [lood in.” she says.

Structural changes were also made 1o
produce a more open feel. False ceilings
were removed or pushed back wherever
possible to regain the height. The finished
apartment boasts ceilings at different
levels and the feel is as close 1o US-style
loft living as Hong Kong gets.

Previously the apartment contained
two bedrooms and Neil was keen to have
a guest bed. but he didn’t want to give
up a room. Cromwell removed the wall
that separated the second bedroom from
the living area and installed rolling doors
that can be opened up or closed for
privacy. This space is now oceupied by
Neil’s study and sofa bed.

The colour palette is an oasis of calm
and neutrality. Crisp and clean, the walls
are off-white and the floors of the living
space are covered in a sand-coloured
epoxy resin that is durable and eases
itsell into the rest of the décor.

To provide definition between rooms.
Nicole used various types of flooring. In
addition to the living area’s sand-
coloured floors. local slate flooring
welcomes the visitor at the entrance hall
and wall-to-wall carpeting softens the
feel in the master bedroom.

To add texture. Cromwell turned 1o a
classic wood and glass combo. Beech
paneling on the entrance wall to the
master bedroom wraps itself around the
corner and continues into the bar area.
Ideal for bachelor living. the bar has
extensive views over the racecourse.
which Neil intends to capitalise on with
future race nights of his own.

The wood paneling also appears in the
bedroom for continuity and this time
disguises cleverly designed storage.

The frosted-glass rolling door to the
study is replicated at the entrances 1o
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Abore: A mirvored wall in the entrance reflects the
kitehen and increases the feeling of space Tup:
Rolling doors open up the study to the living area
Opposite: The bar area. study (home to Neil's
Gibison guitar) and bachelor-friendly kitchen
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PHOTOGRAPHY BY EDGAR TAPAN
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both bathrooms, and Nicole has also
cleverly covered one wall of the entrance
area with mirrors that reflect the
kitchen. thus widening the space.

The look is further boosted by a
number of designer (shopping) items:
the dining table was bought at the
Louvre Gallery, the pendant light that
bathes it is from Flos. a Paul Smith
rainbow-inspired rug adds a splash of
colour. and a dramatic red floor lamp,
also from Louvre Gallery, spikes towards
the ceiling.

Both bathrooms have been freshly
kitted out with Philippe Starck fixtures
and freestanding basins, plus lashings of
dark-wood and Ttalian mosaic tiles.

There is little doubt that Nicole has
created the perfect space for Neil. He
enthuses. “It is the best flat I've seen in
Hong Kong and it belongs to me! Nicole
couldn’t have matched the design to my

taste any better.”
— Claire Lamb
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Abore: The dining room table is from the
Lourre Gallery and the pendant lighting
from Flos Oppuosite: Wood paneling
cleverly conceals additional storage
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