Lush plants bring a spark of green to the cool interior.
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INTENTIONALLY IGNORING
CONTEMPORARY THINKING ON
COLOUR, THIS STARKLY BEAUTIFUL
MID-LEVELS FLAT PROVES THAT
TRUE STYLE IS SOMETIMES A
MATTER OF BLACK-AND-WHITE.
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Fresh white and near-black furni

shings make for some striking contrasts
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A seamless blend of old and new.
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For those who believe black-
and-white is a thing of the past, it may be time for a rethink.
This Mid-Levels bachelor pad proves you don’t need colour to
be contemporary — created by Skia Design, its chic
monochromic interior provides a sharp, minimal sense of

drama that owes nothing to hue.
The client, an American lawyer, was very specific in his

requirements: no cream, no curtains, no clutter. Designers
Nicole Cromwell and Kim Guillemard set about creating a
clean-cut look which retained their signature style. “Our client
said he wanted the whole apartment white and we just
elaborated on that,” recalls Cromwell.

The clean white backdrop creates a strongly Californian
tone, but traditional Asian artefacts leave you in no doubt as to
the flat’s locale. In the dining area particularly, traditional
Asian dark wood furnishings that wouldn’t have looked out of
place in the homes of pioneers, have been recreated with a
modern slant that is unmistakably of today. Even chunkier,
though clean-lined and simple, the dining chairs were custom-
made by Guillemard’s offshoot company Skia Furnishings.
Their effect against the cool milky shell of the walls is strongly
reminiscent of a photographic negative.

The sharp, modern lines extend to the crisply white soft
furnishings — yet more bespoke Skia products. Pared down to
the simplest geometric forms, each striking piece has been

The semi-translucent table gives a touch of fluidity to the scheme. The Italian chrome lamp was designed by William Artists.
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Traditional Japanese furnishings were recreated with a modern slant by Guillemard’s furniture company.
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finished with ultra modern chrome feet. The carpets match the
minimal theme, being off-white with smart black borders, save
for the fun-and-funky influence of the Zebra-print rug. More
old Asian artefacts — including a birdcage and an antique
window screen — both add warmth and underline the flat’s
stylish marriage of modernity and traditionality.

The most unusual feature of this apartment is
undoubtably the whitewashed flooring. Treated with a
lacquer-type finish, it possesses an almost silk-like
surface. Apart from a handsome dark wooden screen
in the dining area, the rooms are almost starck in their
purity, with no artwork to detract from the breathtaking
city views, The absence of window treatments adds to the
simple, airy feel, though the addition of triangular Thai-style
window bolsters make for a perfect vantage point to catch a
glimpse of the stunning cityscape. “There is a real feeling of
space in this apartment, especially with the great view. It's
very uplifting,” says Cromwell.

Indeed. stepping into this 2,500 sq-ft apartment is like
retreating to a cool and breezy cocoon — like the difference
between black and white itself, it is a serene contrast to the
noisy, hurried city that somehow seems light-years away.

Skia Design; tel 2877 5093.
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The Chinese screen is from Artemis.
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