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DESIGNER NICOLE CROMWELL CUSTOMISES
A RENTED APARTMENT IN CENTRAL

TO MEET HER CLIENT'S NEO-CLASSICAL TASTE
R AEFES R MMBEERNFIRER
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On custom-made shelving, 19th
century literature rubs covers with
contemporary fiction, while a
collection of classical music sits
alongside popular CDs — it therefore
seems fair to surmise that the
tenant of this apartment is a man of
eclectic discrimination, whose taste
embraces both past and present.

In keeping with her client’s
personal preferences, interior
designer Nicole Cromwell has
blended time-honoured aesthetics
with modern lines in this 1,800sg-ft
Central apartment. “He didn’t
specify a particular look, but once I
start working with someone, I can
usually gauge what their style is,”
she comments.

Classical touches are most
noticeable in the choice of
sumptuous fabrics that carry rich
colour into the apartment. Brocade
silk, shot silk, velvet and chenille
contribute to an atmosphere of
luxury and indulgence. Bold
patterns balance expanses of solid
colour, such as the stylised motifs
on the blue and gold bedroom blinds
juxtaposed with blocks of plain gold

and blue on the silk bedcover.
Similarly, floral silk cushions
visually enliven the royal blue sofa,
whose regal colour draws out the
same shade from the vibrant
antique carpet delineating the living
area, The red and gold fibres of the
rug are brought into relief by the
cinnabar red and aged gold of the
Chinese cabinet in the corner.

Although using luxurious
fabrics, Cromwell has kept the
lines clean, instilling a sense of
contemporary style into the home.
Most notably, all windows are
finished with the barest of window
treatments — the roman blind —
with colour and patterning being
dependent on the particular
window. In the living area, both
blinds are plain cream with vertical
stripes of blue trimming the edges,
which counteract the strong
horizontal lines of the blinds’
ribbing. Moving away from plain
fabrics, Cromwell has chosen a
finely detailed, geometric brocade
design for the dining area.

“Even though it’s an open
space,” she says, indicating the
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OURTESY OF TIFFANY FLOWERS
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tiny halogen spotlights scattered around the apartment are used to accent artwork
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adjoining dining and living rooms, “I
thought it would be nice to
differentiate the two areas. The red
of the dining room blind ties in with
the Chinese cabinet in the living area
and balances it. Besides, if all the
window treatments were the same
throughout, it would be too uniform
— a bit too boring,” she laughs.

In selecting roman blinds, the
designer has eschewed fussy detailing,
thus ensuring that the apartment
remains unmistakably masculine. In
addition, consideration has been
given to the spectacular views the
high-floor apartment affords.

“It’s nice to stand by the window
and be able to see some greenery,”
Cromwell remarks. To this end, she
has deliberately set the blinds outside of
the window alcove so as to keep the
view open. “To be able to look out
without any visual blockage is
important — there’s such a feeling of
space here, which is rare in Hong Kong.”

The redesign of the apartment
has been, to an extent, limited by
the fact that Cromwell’s client is the

tenant, not the owner. This means
that major changes to the layout
could not be realised. The only
structural change was the
construction of a storage unit
between a column and wall,
effectively partitioning the dining
area from the living area, while
providing much needed space to
house a discreet music system.

“Storage is a big issue in Hong
Kong, I find. There are never enough
places to put things; not enough
wardrobe space, for example. I've
tried to use the space cleverly.”
Drawers are instated in the bedroom
wardrobes, and built-in bookshelves
are installed in otherwise redundant
corners to house her client’s library.
A vast collection of wine is cellared
in a custom-made cabinet, which the
resident can take with him when he
moves on from Hong Kong.

Cromwell explains, “A lot of my
clients are renting, but they still
want their homes to look like homes,
even if they're only here for two to
five years.”

Nicole Cromwell can be contacted at tel 2521 9299
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